Physiology in St. Thomas But it is not in all these cases that the anorexia forms an early and marked symptom of the malady. On the contrary, its appearance i3 often deferred until a comparatively late period. And its intensity is still more frequently restricted to a degree which allows little stress to be laid upon it, apart from the circumstances which attend the disease.
In rare instances, too, its variations amount to absolute intermissions.
And in still rarer cases, the malady influences the appetite in a precisely opposite direction, augmenting, instead of diminishing it to an unnatural extent.
The independent value of this symptom as an element of diagnosis is therefore considerably less than might be supposed from its numerical frequency. Its presence is of little influence in this respect, unless it is early, as well as prominent, in the history of the case; unless it precedes by some time any violent or continuous pain or vomiting; and unless it is accompanied (rather than followed by) more or less cachexia and debility. On the other hand, where it exhibits these features, it combines with the other symptoms as a valuable piece of evidence, and is especially useful in assisting the differentiation of cancer and ulcer. Eor in the latter of these two maladies, loss of appetite is so rare, that we may almost deny its claim to be considered a symptom at all. True, it often happens that the subject of As pathological incidents or events of the malady, they have already been mentioned elsewhere. Their
